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O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures. - Psalm 104:24

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. –

 I Corinthians 12:27

Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. -  Romans 5:5

+++

Imagine a global tribunal in which the plants and animals all had a voice along with Homo sapiens (“the thinking man.”) BP would undoubtedly be found guilty of war crimes against nature for the catastrophic oil “leak” that has devastated the ecology of the Gulf of Mexico, our southern shore line, and, very possibly the east coast of the US and even across the Atlantic to BP’s British home base, killing untold amounts of innocent ocean life and ruining entire fishing industries. Who knows the more far reaching effects of that much oil and “dispersants” on the entire ocean system of our planet. Never mind hidden nuclear plants in Iran. We in the US have experienced our own “accident” of mass destruction. To be fair and honest, we are all complicit in the tragedy as oil-dependent, some would say “addicted” consumers.

Assuming that we don’t destroy ourselves completely in the foreseeable future, what can we learn from this ecological and economic nightmare. At the very least it ought to remind us of the deep truth revealed in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3. The story of the serpent enticing the humans to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of all things from good to evil captures the realization by ancient people that we are too smart, arrogant, and greedy for our own good. Today we might say that our large forebrains, our opposable thumbs, and our development of language and culture have allowed us to do many clever things from modern medicine to moon shots. But in the process we have gone wild with pride – hubris – idolatry – We think that we are smarter than God. We have become heedless of our Creator and of our connection to the rest of creation. To put it mildly, our technology has gotten way ahead of our ethics.

As a species we have become incredibly self-centered. We seem to have no empathy for the rest of life. We are curious about life forms on other planets. Frankly, I hope that we don’t discover them until we learn to live in respect and harmony for the rich diversity of life on this planet – from plankton to people - or we might destroy them too! How closely are we related to other species? Our UCC clergy colleague, Michael Dowd in his imaginative book, Thank God for Evolution (p.128) quotes Marlin Lavanhar in respond to those who are offended by the scientific claim that we humans are descended from a common ancestor of apes. “The fact of the matter is that now that we have discovered DNA and its code, we know that we are not only related to monkeys, we are related to zucchini. So let’s get over it.” Since we are related in the tree of life, the web of creation, to the plants and the birds of the bayou –and they are quite literally our biological cousins, I am in deep grief at this loss of so much of our extended family.

The oil itself is the remains of our distant ancestors – ancient plants, and creatures compressed beneath the earth and seas over millions of years. We are using it up a lot faster than it took to form. Earth's endowment of conventionally reservoired crude oil is a large but finite volume. Production from it may well peak within this century. (www.eia.doe.gov) (Some studies say that it has already peaked) Do you love your grand kids? We better fast track the renewable energy sources.

So where’s the hope? As we have all sat by helplessly and watched that oil pour right into our living rooms through the live coverage CNN window, we may yet be jolted into awareness of the dangers of unsupervised industry – like leaving the kids without a sitter – but with much more at stake. We need nothing short of a new Great Awakening – that we are not so much “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” hanging like a spider by a thread over the fire as Jonathan Edwards portrayed us – but that we are consumers aiding and abetting the hands of sometimes irresponsible corporations – and just as much in danger of an overheated planet as that Colonial spider. 

The hope that I see is that our fear and outrage about the spill and our growing awareness of our own threads in the tapestry of life will motivate and mobilize us to change our energy policy in part by joining existing environmental organizations like www.350.org “Our mission is to inspire the world to rise to the challenge of the climate crisis—to create a new sense of urgency and of possibility for our planet.”

The good news is that the ability and drive to organize with a common purpose is also deep in our DNA. Check out this fascinating web site, www.dictybase.org – Pictures/videos (on left hand menu); morphogenesis; prestalk cells during culmination – Here there are amazing video clips of color enhanced slime mold formations where you can see the individual amoeba like cells swirling around – all in the same direction – and reaching up toward the light! There is some kind of purposeful, organized, cooperative activity going on in this very basic life form. (David Sloan Wilson, Evolution for Everyone, pp. 129 – 132). We could make the same point with a bee hive or an ant colony or a pack of timber wolves. All through nature individual creatures work closely together and move as one to function effectively in their environment. 

What a great metaphor for the church – The Body of Christ – along with all others who “see the light” – the vision of a renewable, sustainable, world – and want to swirl toward it. Together we can turn the tide, turn off the oil and our dependence on fossil fuels, and become the new creation we are called to be – by the grace and power of our Creator God revealed in Jesus Christ and present to us through the Holy Spirit, our ultimate energy source.


